Minutes of a meeting of Ludgershall Parish Council held online via Zoom
on Thursday 8th April 2021 at 7.30 p.m.

Present: 
Cllr P Thomas
 Cllr.S.Lawson 

Cllr. J. Goss 
Cllr. Lewin 

Cllr Jones

Also present: 
Parish Clerk: Bobs Damerell and 6 members of the public 

· A resident questioned a copy of the District Valuation report. The resident also asked if the Valuation has been shared with Parrot & Coales 

· A villager enquired about the decision of the Parish Council to distribute copies of the Village Green Policy to each household and when this will be done. 

· A resident asked about the mud on Church Lane and when this will be cleared. 

· Did the Parish Council inform in minutes the exact number of residents who opposed the easement at Whitehaven. How many were in favour of the Easement. Are the splays also going to be paid for in addition 

· In 2017 the Chair of the Parish Council applied and was granted an Easement. As this has not been started should this be re-evaluated? 

· Will the proposal put forward by residents to discuss the clearance of the Brook be discussed 

· A resident asked if curbs being put on the Village Green is now being considered policy. 

· A resident asked about the Interests declared in regards to The Rosary planning application. 

· A villager enquired about the kerbs placed on the Village Green and whether this is now policy for these to be allowed. 

Meeting commenced at 8.00pm 
10.0 Apologies – Cllr Jones 

• Declarations of Interest 
• Cllr Thomas in regarding to planning item 21/01036/APP – Chimney’s, Duck Lane 

• Cllr Lewin regarding – Easement update (in relation to the Easement at WhiteGables) 

• Cllr Lawson regarding - Easement Update (in relation to the easement at Penwood) 

12.0 The Minutes from the meeting 25th February 2021 were approved 
13.0 Finance 
13.1 Account Balances: 
The balances for the Lloyds Bank accounts are as follows:
	Treasurers Account 
	£9,003.71 
	(as of 31st March 2021) 

	Deposit Account 
	£2,512.07 
	(as of 31st March 2021) 

	Village Green Acct 
	£35,626.84 
	(as of 31st March 2021) 

	Play Area Account 
	£6,544.65 
	(as of 31st March 2021) 


 13.2 Payments: 
RESOLVED to make the following payments from the Treasurers Account: 

Cheques paid between meeting: 

· J Goss – Tree Expenses: £54.00 (Cheque 385) 
· St Mary’s Ludgershall – PC Grant: £150 (Cheque 386)
· Ludgershall Village Hall – PC Grant: £150 (Cheque 387)  

· Play Area sign equipment: £273.78 (cheque 388) 
· R Damerell – Clerk Salary: £276.35 (Cheque 389

· Safetysigns4less – Play Area signs: £335.04 (Cheque 390)

· Steve Fox – Play Area mower service / repairs: £366.28 (Cheque 391) 
13.3 Income - RESOLVED to note income: 
Treasurers Account: Please see finance spreadsheet available on the website or by request from clerk 

Village Green Account: Interest £10.27; 

Savings Account: Interest: £0.02 

Play Area Account: Please see finance spreadsheet available on the website or by request from clerk
13.4 Income and Expenditure report 
RESOLVED to approve both Income and Expenditure Reports dated 31st March 2021. 
· Cllr Lewin asked if it was possible to have previous year’s financial records to make comparisons with the current year. 

· Cllr Lewin asked about payment from the pub for the hiring of the Marquee. The clerk confirmed that the Parish Council had agreed to relinquish the fee 
· Cllr Lewin also asked about whether some cost centre projections in the budget need adjusting ie. insurance and tractor costs.

14.0 Police Matters – nothing to report. 
15.0 Parish Council Business
· Remote Meetings – The clerk updated that the Government had decided not to renew the legislation to allow remote meetings. From the 7 May 2021 meetings would have to return to face to face. However Councils will be expected to provide remote access for residents who are unable or reluctant to attend a face to face meeting. The Clerk is in talks with BMKALC about risk assessments for the return. There is a challenge to the legislation from Local Council’s and an outcome on this will be found by the end of April. 

· Easement Update – The Clerk agreed to gain confirmation from the District Valuer that the District Valuer’s report is confidential and cannot be shared with residents. The private meeting was scheduled for the 13 April 2021 to decide on the cost of the Easement based on the information provided by the Report. 
· The clerk confirmed that the exact number of residents who signed the petition was not specified, however all Cllrs were provided with a copy of the petition and therefore were aware of who and how many signed the petition. The clerk also confirmed that the numbers who were in favour of the easement were not known as these were not sought as the process was not a referendum. In response to the question over the voting process, the clerk confirmed that given the number of Cllrs able to vote, which numbered four, two were opposed and two were for and as the Chiarman has the casting vote in a tie situation, the motion was passed. 
· The Clerk also updated that the splays would be included in any valuation as the District Valuer assess the change of value in the land not the individual easements and splays. 
· Pennwood Easement – The Parish Council agreed that it would be wrong to impose a time limit on an easement retrospectively. It was however agreed to draft a policy for Easements which would then include potentially time limits for construction to commence. It was also agreed that a re-evaluation of the Easement should not be made in retrospect. However it was suggested that a time limit could be imposed on to the easement going forward in line with the final decision of the proposed policy. 
· Village Green update - Bucks CC has confirmed that the new bin was on their route and would be emptied. 
· Grass Verge – Cllr Lewin raised a point for Cllr Jones in regards to grass erosion near Mins Farm. Opposite the farm there is an object belonging to the water board sticking out of the ground in the road. As the verge had eroded over time this has now become more exposed and prominent. There is a safety concern and risk to vehicles. The Clerk to contact Thames water to ask for this to be removed. 
· The Warren’s – Cllrs Lewin and Thomas wrote to the land agent and resident. This led to the clerk being contacted by the land agent. The clerk updated that he had communicated to the agent confirming that the Council had no issue with the resident parking at the rear but that no access way could be used or created across the Village Green with the exception of the existing access. 
·  Rosedene – Cllrs Thomas and Lewin confirmed that the resident had listened the issues that the Parish Council had raised and had resolved these satisfactorily. 
· The Kya – Cllr Thomas has contacted a number of times without any answer. Cllr Thomas will continue to chase. 
· Willow & Rose Cottage – The clerk confirmed that letters had been sent. It was understood these had not been received. The clerk confirmed he would resend the letters. 
· Village Green Policy – Cllr Lewin apologised on behalf of the Parish Council and said that the policy would be delivered before the next meeting. 

· Mud on Church Lane – Cllr Thomas confirmed that he had spoken to the residents in question who apologised and confirmed that once the work was complete they would repair and damages and return the grass and verge to its original state 

· The Roller – David King has stated that the roller can be borrowed to roll the play area and which Cllr Goss will undertake this in the near future. Cllr Goss will also assess whether the roller can be used on the Pub Car Park. 

· Gigaclear – The Clerk updated that after numerous conversations with Gigaclear, The company confirmed that they could not find any record of Ludgerhsall. After some research Gigalcear confirmed they had found the records but now wanted to change the terms of payment and rather than paying an annual fee of £641.75, they proposed paying a one off payment of £7,203. The Parish Council rejected this offer and the clerk will confirm with Gigaclear that the original agreement of an annual payment of £641.75 will continue. 

· Kerbing – It was suggested due to time constraints and a possible mis communication for the resident to put in writing his concerns and for this to be added to the next agenda. 

· The Rosary – A resident asked in terms of a historical planning application and whether all members of the Parish Council should have been able to take part. The Council could not confirm at the meeting the individual circumstances of the application, however, the clerk confirmed that it is for each Cllr to make the decision as to whether a declaration of interest should be made. The Clerk also confirmed that all Cllrs are afforded the opportunity to declare an interest at the start of the meeting and that the responsibility lies with the individual Cllr. 

· Parking area outside Bull & Butcher – Cllr Lewin updated that Bucks Council have not finished the report. Cllr Lewin has asked for an explanation but this has not been forthcoming. Cllr Lewin thanked to Cllr Rand for his assistance in trying to progress this forward. Cllr Lewin forwarded to all Councillors quotes for the work to be undertaken. The Parish Council RESOLVED to use  quote number 2 from V C  Daly.
· Travellers prevention – The Parish Council confirmed that they have RESOLVED to no longer use the original contractor to put up the posts due to the continual refusal to confirm a date.. It was RESOLVED to use the quote from VC Daley. 

· Brook on Duck Lane – Some branches and logs have fallen into the Brook but for the most part the Brook is relatively clear. From November a flail could be used, to help the flow. David King has also confirmed that a certain stretch could be dug out as well.
· Flooding on road near Church – Cllr Goss confirmed that the drains were being sucked. The landowner stated to the workmen that they needed to suck the drain underneath the road, but was ignored. Howdens have been consulted and after the lambing season, the landowner and the owner of the ditch have agreed to clear the ditch and remove the piping. If the digger has been sold then the PC will consider hiring a digger. 

· Covid-19 – Ludgershall Friends is continuing as at the last meeting. The Easter events were a success and also lifted moral in the village. 

· Pond update – The Cormorant has left. There is now a heron, which has been injured, which has been removed by Tiggywiinkles . 

· Trees – The clerk confirmed that he would make the planning application for the reduction of the tree at Brooklands. The Clerk will chase for the list of trees that have preservation orders on them.
· Update from Play Area Committee and 200 Club Results – 

March 200 Club winners: 

1st Peter Barnett 

2nd Iris Platt 

3rd Val Evans 

4th Sarah Tiffin.

April 200 Club winners: 

1st Sally Stimson 

2nd Brian Moyes 

3rd Jim Goss 

4th Tamara Cartwright-Loebl.

Lars Laj have not undertaken the maintenance check. This will happen once Lockdown has been lifted. Cllr Lewin to challenge for this to happen sooner. It was suggested by the committee for better signs regarding dogs. Cleaning is still happening three times a week.
Woodland walk – Cllr Goss, managed to obtain free wood chippings, the committee all came down to lay the wood chips. The clerk to order 3 bags of play grade wood chippings. Thanks were expressed by the Parish Council to the play area committee and Cllr Goss.
· Clerk / Councillor Training – Nothing to report at this time 

16.0 Buckinghamshire County Council – Cllr Rand 
· Reflecting on the last year. The Council is reflecting on the level of Covid support that has been handed to businesses, individuals etc. 

· There are 17 vaccination stations set up around the County. 

· HS2 and the East / West Rail is also taking up County Councillor time currently. 
17.0 Planning 
https://www.buckscc.gov.uk/services/environment/planning/view-planning-applications/ 

17.1 Members noted the status of the following previous applications:
	Application number 
	Location 
	Description of Development 
	Current Status 
	PC Decision 

	21/01036/APP 
	Chimneys Duck Lane 
	Erect an oak framed extension to the existing oak framed barn 
	Awaiting Decision 
	Neutral 

	21/00959/ATC 
	Ludgershall Farm Wotton End 
	1 X Ash tree (A1) - fell because of Ash Die Back disease. Currently dropping limbs and unsafe. Replant with one English Walnut tree further from the house. 
	Approved 
	Neutral 

	21/01018/APP 
	The Old School House High Street 
	Single storey rear extension to replace conservatory, internal and external alteration works to include new rooflights, infill opening, remove dormer window and replacement windows/doors
	Awaiting Decision 
	Neutral 

	21/00847/APP 
	Tetchwick House Tetchwick Farm Road 
	Erection of an oak framed ancillary annex. 
	Awaiting Decision 
	Neutral 


Correspondence 
· • Bucks Council – Update from Martin Tett 
· • A Resident – Request for a copy of the Village Green Policy 
· • Parish Devolution – Confirmation of continuation of Devolved Services 
· • Bucks Council – Rogue Landlord fined £48,000 
· • Bucks Council – Weekly Road update 
· • Bucks Council – Notice of Election 
· • BALC – Remote Meetings update 
· • Caroline Longman – The Warrens 
· • Corinne Rees – Gigaclear Wayleave 
· • HMRC Online Support – Update on bringing employees back from Furlogh 
· • James Turner – District Valuer (Valuation report) 
· • Bucks Council – Mobile Testing centres in Bucks 
· • Residents – Regarding the Brook on Duck Lane 
· • Bucks Council – Census is coming 
18.0 Date of next meetings: 
13 April 2021 (Private Meeting) 

20 May 2021 

17 June 2021 

Meeting closed at 9:45 pm. 

Signed ……………………………………………………………. Date …………………………………………….. 
Chairman
